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The following Address was delivered on the late 
anniversary of our National Independence 
by the Editor. It is published by the re- 
quest of many who beard it. 


Avdress. 

This day being the fiftieth anniversary of 
our National Independence, brings with it a 
thousand pleasing associations. We are in- 
clined, on occasions like this, to bring into view 
the heroic virtues of our ‘predecessors, and to 
dwell with pleasure on their successful endeav- 
ors to secure to us, their posterity, the freedom 
now enjoyed, Public demonstrations of joy 
and gratitude, have, for half a century, been 
made on each return of this birth day of our 
nation ; and this jubilee, is hailed with pecu- 
liar emotions, by every true American. 

Nor would I condemn a practice so laadable 
and so congenial with the spirit of liberty. For 
by such demonstrations of gratitude we perper. 
uate a remembrance of the price paid for our 
freedom, and exhibit to the world the glories of 
our republican institutions, May every heart 
be engaged, on this happy day, in rearing a 
monument of gratitude to the heroés of the 
revolution, and may every soul respond to the 
sentiments of that declaration, which said, in 
language so emphatic that even Monarchs un- 
derstood it—America shall be free. 

But while our fellow citizens are engaged in 
public demonstrations of joy, according to their 
several inclinations, we, in compliance with the 
recommendations of those who feel a tively in- 
terest in the perpetuity of our happiness, are 
assembled, to improve the day in a manner, 
which, we humbly trust, will be conducive to 
the general good. May we therefore lay aside 
every unreasonable prejudice, and so improve 
eur time that the approving smiles of heaven 

may sanctiog the proceedings of our little con- 
vecation. 
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It may not be uninteresting, to contemplate, ‘hath 
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for a few momeuts, the blessings which have 
been obtained, and mcreover secured to us, by 
the Declaration of Independence framed by our 
venerated forefathers, and by their subsequent 
defence of those principles which it maintained. 

A distinguishing feature in that admirable 
and interesting document, is that trait in it 
which recognizes those unalienable rights of 
man, which we can never too much respect or 
too zealously defend. It maintains, as a fun- 
damental truth, that among these rights are 
life, liberty, and the pursuits of happiness. 

It is presumed that every American who 
has arrived to years of competent understand- 
ing, is sufficiently acquainted with that decla- 
ration, which amid impending dangers was 
produced, and.in defiance of the marshalled le- 
vions of Britain was nourished and sustained, to 
snow, that it recognizes the fact just mention- 
ed ; butitis not enough te know thus much— 
there are certain conclusions to be drawn from 
those premises, with which ourselves and our 
children should be well acquainted. And it is 
believed, that could the immortal spirits of 
those among the fifty six who signed the dec- 
laration of our independence, who are now no 
more oh earth, look down upon us this day, 
they would delight to find us en in an in- 
vestigation of the merits of theirlabors. I shall 
venture, therefore, to suggesta few ideas on 
the leading features of this instrument, with the 
humble and devout hope that it may lead to a 
good result, 

First, then, it may be observed, that one 
unalienable boon which all men Jog ight to 
enjoy, is life. Those who framed the decla- 
ration of our independence doubtless had re- 
spect to the wholesome laws of all nations :— 
And consequently it was left for others to de- 
termine the utility of taking life in any extreme 
case. It was not for them to say whaler life 
should be taken for life, or not: It was for 
them to mark the outlines of liberty, and for 
others to supply the more minute delineations 

We cannot predict what the present or some 
succeeding generation may do ; but there are 
many among the myriads of freedom in this our 

happy country, who believe it tobe inexpedi- 

t to take the life of a fellow being in any 
~ te It admits of many speculations relative 

to rational policy, and the subject must be left to 
be discussed by those more competent to the 
task than your humble speaker. When that 
law or rule which secures or should secure our 





ives has once been violated, it is supposed that - 
ae torte b coc hier Blood of ‘him who 
shed man's blood ; butit remains for fu. 
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ture peer ions to determine the peculiar pro- 
cess by whieh the shedding of blood becomes 
legal justice and equitable punishment. 
he wise projectors of the Declaration only 
recognized the claim which all men have upon 
the life bestowed upon them by our Creator. 
In this respect, as well as inregard to our oth- 
er unalienable privileges, they had an eye up- 
on the preceding affirmation that “ all men are 
created equal.” Nothing can be more . impor- 
tant than for every lover of liberty to form a 
dué estimate of the force and reasonableness of 
this statement. If we duly investigate the prin- 
ciples of our lican institutions, we shall 
find, that all our just claims to the character of 
freemen are d on the previous acknowl- 
edgment of an equality of rights. The decla- 
ration of our independence and the constitu- 
tion of the United States,recognize no sovereign 
but the people. The people, in a collective 
sense, are the only lords—the only rulers—the 
only kings—the only potentates with whom 
we have to do on one. :, And the ga 
embers composing the only power to whom 
bs yield Bs sgh alike entitled to their 
respective rights, and are, ina very particular 
sense of the word equal / Here we have no 
lords—no kings—no masters. —Our Lord is one 
—the people! our king is one—the people! our 
master is one—the people ! Our citizens are not 
slaves—they are the people : We are not the 
vassals of royalty—we are the People! We are 
not the dupes of slavery—we are the People! 

But hark ! some discordant note breaks up- 
on the ear—what is it? It is the clanking of a 
chain that binds to the block some wretched 
victim? Yes—doubtless some culprit ?—Yes ? 
what crime polutes his soul, that he should be 
compelled to lift his manacled hands in vain 
while imploring for mercy ? Alas! It is for the 
woful crime of being black! But, in this coun- 
try we are “ free and equal !” O shame, where 
is thy blush ! ‘ 

We shall never realize those blessings which 
* were intended for us by those who declared and 
achieved our independence, until slavery, 
whatever may be its name, is universally dis- 
carded ; norshould we boast of our liberty 
and equality, until our fellow beings who tread 
our soil, are emancipated from unholy bondage. 
All men should be considered our brethren,since 
God is the Father of all,and allshould enjoy, with 
unmolested freedom that life which the Creator 
hath bestowed. 

EqQuas LIBERTY, 1s another on those rights 
which should be guaranteed to every citizen. It 
is extended to all by our Constitution, and as 

et, protected by the voice of public opinion. 
How long it “ remain the inheritance hs 
Americans, is left to be told by, posterity who 
shall tread.over the ashes of those whose duty 
it now is to protect and sustain the constitution 
| laws of.oyr beloved and happy nation.— 

yt, to how great an extent this is now 
1s.0ur business to determine from ex- 


py 


Tt would be hard to say, that the citizens 01 
this or any other country are incapabic of for. 
ming a correct estimate of the degree cf liberty 
enjoyed ; I do not deny, that every citizen jy 
America is capable of so doing—but to be cq. 
pable of judging is one thing, and tu judge cor. 
rectly isanother. It is to be feared that many 
who are well disposed towards the institutions 
of our country, and who would sooner die thap 
be deprived of equal liberty, are not aware of 
the fact, that an insidious foe may lurk around 
the sanctuary of freedom, and while we sleep 
in security, sap the tree ofliberty at the root! 

We have confidence in the perpetuity of our 
institutions, and our confidence is grounded on 
the righteousnes of our laws and the enlighten. 
ed integrity of our rulers ; we believe the free. 
dom of our our nation will be handed down to 
the latest posterity, and enjoyed in full fruitioy 
by unborn generations ; and we devoutly pray 
that our children’s children may enjoy more 
knowledge, more liberty, and more happiness, 
than has been realized by their predecessors. 
This confidence, this faith, and these prayers 
are laudable and praise-worthy ; but inasmucl: 
as faith, without works is dead, we must add 
watchfulness to our confidence, vigilance to 
our faith, and zeal in the cause of freedom to 
our devout prayers for its continuance, in or- 
der that our hopes may be realized and our 
righteous desires may be satisfied. 

I would not, therefore, content. myself with 
merely pronouncing a panegyric on our freedom, 
but beg your indulgence while I enumerate a few 
of those Evits to which our natiun is exposed, 
and which, unless they are guarded against, may 
destroy what we so much desireto cherish. 

The arts and intrigues of designing men 
|may yet undermine the pillars of our constitu- 
| tion and take from us our freedom and _happi- 
iness. The history of other nations, which 
have increased, flourished, declined, and at 
length fallen into the vortex of ruin, affords us 
| many examples illustrative of our liability to be 
at some future day, deprived of what we now 
enjoy. Those eminent statesmen who now 
aspire to the highest honors of our nation, are 
men in whom is placed almost unbounded con- 
fidence. No one has a right to say that our 
confidence is misplaced, but being free, it isa 
privilege, anda duty which we owe to our coun- 
try, to keep a watchful eye upon their proceed- 
ings. Perhaps there never was a time when 
our national coricerns wore a brighter aspect 
than the present. Our increase in a know!l- 
edge of the arts and sciences—our widely ex- 
tended commercial relaiions—our improve- 
ments im agriculture and manufactures, our 
grows in population, and the general preva- 
ence of liberal feelings, are so many evidences 
of our prosperity and national greatness : But 
nations, like individuals, will sometimes bear 
adversity better than prosperity. And hence 
it may not be amiss to watch with anxious s0- 
licited overthosé to whom are delivéred for safe 
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keeping our dearest earthly interests. We 
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may well be proud of such men as now 4- 
dorn our councils with their eloquence and 
their wisdom—we. may unite with those of 
other natioas in admiring their greatness—but 
it should never be forgotten that the great body 
of the people hold the right to elevate, and the 
power to debase those to whom are extended 
their smiles and their favors. 

But you will pardon me for saying, that the 
danger to which we are exposed from the in- 
trigues and machinations of aspirants for office 
and honor, is but trifling when compared with 
that which may be expected from another 
source. The clergy under certain cireumstan- 
ces, have more power, and are more likely, to 
undermine our freedom, than any oiher com- 
bination of men. If you will consult the his- 
tary of Rome, of England, of France, of Spain, 
or of Ireland, you will be convinced that those 
whose employment it should be to disseminate 
light, liberty and gospel freedom, have, in all 
cases whenever they have obtained the ascen- 
dency, become the destroyers of liberty! By 
this general remark I do not intend to implicate 
all those who have been engaged in the sacred 
office of the ministry: Far be it from me to 
deny that there have been good and faithful 
ministers of Christ. But I conceive it to be a 
fact, which, though it may be denied, cannot be 
disproved, that whenever any sect of religion- 
ists, MORE ESPECIALLY THE LEADERS OF ANY 
sect, have obtained such an ascendency over 
a government, as to be patronized to the ex- 
clusion of any oTHER, they have invariably 
destroyed the liberty of the people. I might 
particularize,but “a word to the wise is sufficient.’ 

With this fact in view, it may be. well for us 
to inquire if there are any indications of their 
gaining an ascendency in this Nation. 

I would not be hasty nor uncharitable, but 
io your speaker it appears, that they have al- 
ready obtained an astonishing influence, which, 
unless it be checked or destroyed, will ulti- 
inately cause our republic to totter on its foun- 
dation. A few particulars are worthy of our 
candid consideration, 

Our seminaries of learning, are almost ex- 
clusively under the control of the popular cler- 
gy. This being too nt to require proof, 
and it being a self evident fact that our scientif- 
ic institutions exert a powerful influence over 
the affairs of our nation, it beeomes us to be up 
and doing ere it be too late, Perhaps my ap- 
prehensions are groundless, but it does appear 
to me, that it is impolitic for our general gov- 
ernment or our state legislatures to lend a help- 
ing hand to any sectarian institution, unless 
they extend their munificence to all alike. 

It is maintained by politicians, there is such 
a degree of jealousy between the various sects 
of religionists in our coyntry, that an equilibri- 
um will be preserved and any particular design 
upon our institutions thereby defeated. At 
present it may be so; and we have reasons to 
be thankful for the state of things which pre- 
vents an unhallowéd domination by any sect, 


But may I not.ask, what woold be the conse- 
three of our most .popular sects 
of christians be a ? would be 
the result if they marshalled by their 
leaders and brought into the field as of 
the same opinions have done in former ages ? 

There are funds now in the hands of those 
composing the different religious societies in 
America, sufficient to raise, arm, and 
army of one hundred thousand men! 
merican Bible Society alone, has the means, if 
they felt disposed so to do, to put to the sword 
our army and our navy! And it is believed 
that the money, now in the er: of all the 
various religious societies, other 
under their control, if put Ww ° 
chase the Capitol of the United States and pay 
the salaries of every officer of our general gov- 
ernment. You may call me an enthusiast, or 
brand my opinion with the epithet of “infidel- 
ity,” but even that will not convince me that 
the vast sums which have been accumulated 
may not be used for some unhallowed purpose. 

ere it may be urged, that while the speak- 
er is contending for equal rights and equal lib- 
erty, and although it has just been stated, that 
all sects should be tolerated, he would insinu- 
ate the idea that certain sectaries should be de- 
prived of those privileges which all now en- 
joy. In reply I would observe, that nothing 
should be done to prevent the different sects 
from accumulating funds, provided always, that 
the sums obtained are expended within a reas- 
onable time for those benevolent purposes far 
which they are obtained. For example:—The 
‘American Bible Society solicits donations for 
the purpose of disseminating the scriptures 
without note or comment. Now, let it be re- 
quired of that society that within a given time 
the money so obtained shall be expended: for 
that specific purpose, and then there can be no 
danger. But as it now is, the holders of those 
vast sums which are obtained from the charity 
or munificence of the friends cf such institu- 
tions, aye not accountable to the donors for its 
faithful disbursement for any particular “ef 
pose, and may use it as or a majority 
their friends ae ee one if .it be t0 build 
a magazine in New-York, or purchase powder 
and ball at Philadelphia. 

It has been said that the great body of peo- 
ple is the only potentate with whom we have 
to do; and it is presumed that the great mass 
of our population is sufficiently enlightened to 
ae the encroachments rs designing men 
and oppose the schemes of popular secta- 
ries, ‘All this may be true, and maya Rige- 
eous Providence enable them to do so. But 
from whence proceeds the literary light which 
now enlightens our community.? Shall we re- 
ply—from a pure fountain? Ifso let it be the 
care of every enlightened and honest’ Ameri- 
canto keep that fountain pure. . If our col- 
leges other scientific institutions are not 
centaminated by sectarian prejudice, let thom 





be guarded as the nursing mothers of liberty ! 
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But if it so be, that they are, as we have reason 
to apprehend, aiready fo a degree under the 
influencé of any predominant sect, let them be 
cleansed from the baneful pollution by the u- 
nited efforts of every lover of liberty, , — 

Again:—-There is a kind of aristocratical 
feeling in existence among us, which is at vari- 
ance with republican equality and freedom: 
And such feelings, together with the desires to 
which they give birth, must be discountenanc- 
ed and discarded, in order that our rights and 
privileges may be secured and enjoyed. 

That such feelings do exist in our land is 
apparent to every attentive observer. Wemay 
see such a spirit exhibited among aspirants for 
office. Too often we behold those men who 
are considered eminent for their literary attain- 
ments—who are famous for political wisdom, 
descend to the meanest practices to obtain pre- 
ferment, and immediately after their elevation 
become the petty tyrants over those who have 
granted the boon they desired. ‘To the cool 
and philosophical observer, our “political squab- 
bles” appear in a detestable and contemptible 
light. Indeed, the time has come when unas- 
suming meri: is often placed in the back ground, 
while an ostentatious display of pompous vani- 
ty is too often and too uniformly crowned with 
success. 

The result is as pernicious as are the means 
used to obtain such preferments. Elected, not 
for their superior merits, but by their own arts 
or through the intrigues of others who expect 
the loaves and fishes, or at least, “ the crumbs 
which fall from the table,” men devoid of 
principle, are ready to use means no less detes- 
table while moving in a more elevated sphere. 
Hence it is that the rights of some are trampled 
under foot or neglected by those whose duty 
it is to watch with vigilance over the liberties of 
our country—and hence it is that we often sce 
a successful candidate the obsequious vassal ot 
his friends, and the proud usurper of “ a little 
brief authority” over his opponents. 

These evils call loudly for a remedy, and no 
power short of Omnipotence or the majesty of 
the people can effect their remova! from among 
us. Let men be chosen to fill the office of our 
towns, our counties, our states, or our Nation, 
from a regard to their virtues and integrity, 
and then an end is made of those broils and 
contentions which so often disturb and perplex 
us; while the unworthy will be left to reform 
their principles and characters in the circles of 


_ believe! This is not among the least important 
| of those tricks which are played off upon com. 
‘munity by political intriguers. There are 
doubtless those in community, who for the 
| sake of preferment would deny their Lord and 
| Master, like Peter of old, or like Judas betray 
‘him for the pieces of silver! Yea, there are 
those who have a wonderful faculty of beliey. 
ing with the strongest party! Our citizens are 
too often deluded by the gilded bait. The ad. 
herents of the various sects in our country, be- 
ing solicitous to add strength to their respective 
parties are apt to extend their favors to him 
who professes tu be their friend, and in this 
way they often compel an unworthy aspirant 
to add to his numberless sins that of the most 
unblushing hypocrisy. 

If, therefore, we would have those blessings 
which are contemplated in the declaration of 
our peer ey anded over to our succes- 
sors, we should discountenance every species of 
corruption, imposture and intrigue, leaving them 
free to enjoy the liberty for which our fathers 
bled and died. 

Another unalienable right which is guaran- 
teed to us by the laws of God and the constitu- 
tion of our count:y, is the pursuit of happiness, 
The privilege thus secured, is truly inestima- 
ble. It is one which includes many others, and 
should be guarded and maintained as the birth- 
right of every American. Amongst the bless 
ings secured to us by the acknowledgment of 
this right, we may number that which we this 
day enjoy. Here we are allowed by an all- 
wise Creator to assemble—to offer up our ac- 
knowledgments of gratitude to the Deity after 
the manner of our own choice, and to indulge 
an exchange of good wishes towards each oth- 
er—as well as to worship God according to the 
dictates of our own consciences, without any 
fear or molestation. Here no tyrant dare in- 
trude—here no despot dare assail—and here 
we may engage in devotional homage to infin- 
ite Goodness to whom we 6we our thankfulness, 
without fear,without restraint, and without the 
unasked favors of the greut. 

Here, then, we would call on God to witness 
the sincerity of our attachment to himyand the 
institutions of our happy country. HM we. are 
sincerely grateful for the inestimable privileges 
which we now enjoy, and which, we trust, are 
enjoyed by many others in our happy land, may 
angels delight to witness out emotions and con- 
template our thankfulness. And .if Heaven 





domestic retirement. 
In saying that men should be selected to fili | 
the offices of our goverament, out of a strict | 
regard to their virtues and integrity, I would | 
not be understood as insinuating the expedien- | 
cy of paying any attention to religious profes- | 
sions. For, among the unhallowed abuses | 
practised by aspirants for office, may be num-_ 
bered that of pretending to some popular belief 
or mode of faith, for the purpose of imposing 
on the credulity of those who are so simple as | 


delights to witness the happiness.of his children, 
may He look down_upon this little assemblage 
and cause our hearts to'rejoice, ' May the eflul- - 
gent light of his countenance irradiate each 
soul, and may the tribute of our praise 
be acceptable in his sight. 

In order that we may have a due sense of 
our obligations to God for the innumerable bles- 
sings whigp are now enjoyed by ourselves and 
our fellow citizens, I beg leave to advert to a 
few facts which are intimately connected with 


to suppose there is virtue in believing as others | the history of our prosperity, and which par- 
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ticularly cons 
ians to which I beiong, 

Fifty one years have elapsed, since the 
venerated John Mu ray, the first preacher of 
God’s unlimited and unpartial benevolence in 
America, arrived in this blessed country. He 
came from his plaice of nativity with a deters 
mination never to bring upon himself the ré- 
proach of the world by publicly defending the 
doctrine of impartial Grace. But as an evie 
dence that “ the way of man is not in himself,” 
he was soon placed under such circumstances 
that he could not remain inactive. He became 
soon after his arrival, zealously engaged in the 
cause of his Lord and Master. But alas; tri- 
als and tribulation awaited him. Then, being 
under the influence of partial views, and prob- 
ably ina measure controled by king-craft and 
priest-craft, the good people of this hemisphere 
reproached him with virulence, branded his 
peaceful doctrine with the epithet of heresy, 
and assailed his person with weapons more dan- 
gerous and dishonorable than the sword of the 
spirit or the love of God, 

But the auspicious period had arrived, when 
adeliverer, and deliverance were at hand.— 
Washington, the father of his country, the 
champion of freedom, and, under God, the sa- 
viour of our nation took command of our ar- 
mies and directed the energies of the people. 
His independence of mind—his integrity of 
heart—his love of those divine principles which 
have been recogmzed in our republican gov- 
ernment eminently qualified him for the sphere 
in which he moved, and have excited the ad- 
miration of a world, He stepped forth, “ con- 
quering and to conquer.” His plans were laid 
in wisdom, were entered upon with prudence, 
and executed with a single eye to the good of 
America. 

That a man like Washington, placed under 
such peculiar circumstances, engaged in an un- 
dertaking so precarious, the issue of which was 
so doubtful—should befriend a reputed here- 
tic, as was Mr. Murray in the estimation of the 
majority, is truly surprising. Yet so it was !— 
And we hesitate not to say that the Father of 
of liberal christianity in America, was the inti- 
maté and beloved friend of Washington, the 
good and.the great!» Nay we say farther, that 
no preacher of the gospel.was ever more hon- 
ored'with the confidence’and respect of Wash- 
ington than was ‘our revered father in Israel, 
John Marray ! : 

Ido not meritidn this factby way of boasting, 
but to show that one of the’greatest and best of 
men condeseended to smile upon an bumble in- 
dividual, while more contracted souls would 
have vented their malice against him. Wash- 
ington dared to be good, and feared not the 
consequences of sectarian maliceyea, he dar- 
ed believe for himself and ventured to avow 
that belief. 

Well would it be for our country if all those 
who admire the greatness of Washington would 
imitate his goodness, his independence, and his 





integrity,. Yea, happy indeed would be our 
lotyif those who profess to venerate republican 
principles would show by their works that they 
are not slaves to popular opinion, 

In those days of which I have beea speaking,the 
a principles of republicanism had not been 
ully developed, A glimmering light had be- 
gun to irradiate the earth, but it remained for 
experience to test the theory of our govern- 
ment. Europe, at that period, wondered at 
the presumption of those who laid the founda- 
tion of our republic, and could not understand 
how a people could govern themselves. And 
even many of our predecessors were doubtful 
of the result. How a nation composed of ma- 
ny millions should enact their own laws, in- 
dulge their own opinions on matters of religion, 
and conduct their own affairs, without the aid 
of crowned heads and pampered priésts, was, 
to many, a problem not easily solved. But fif- 
ty years have produced a solution. It has 
now been demonstrated, that an enlightened 
nation can govern itself. It is now understoad 
that freedom is of itscif so captivating—that tho 
sweets of liberty are so enticing, that mankind 
will delight to sustain a government which of- 
fers equal protection to all, and promises pros- 
perity to the great body of the people in a gol- 
lective, as well as in an individual scns®, 

Here I cannot refrain from adverting to oue 
fact, inasmuch as it must afford some pleasure 
to every philanthropist, In the same ratio 
with the advancement of republican principles, 
religious liberality has increased. It is not sur- 
prising that this should be the case. For 
whenever the mind recognizes those great prin- 
ciples inculcated in the declaration of our in- 
dependence, i. ec. the unalienable rights of man, 
that moment persecution and intolerance be- 
come extinct. For example—how can a man 
who believes that his neighbor possesses a per- 
fect right toJife, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness, feel disposed to deny him the privilege 
of worshiping God as he pleases? It is im- 
possible, 

At the time when the declaration of our in- 
dependence was first promulgated, there were 
but two solitary preachers of God’s impartial 
grace in America. Fifty years have rolled a- 
way, and now there are more than two hun- 
dred engaged in the same cause. Then there 
was but a very few who dared acknowledge 
their faith in the reputed heresy—now there is 
a vast multitude of faithful believers, which no 
man can number. Yea, there are now more 
believers in God as the universal benefactor 
and saviour of the world in this house, than 
there was then in all America. 

If we investigate the subject, it will be found 
that the reason of all this, is the advancement 
of light, liberty, and knowledge ; and that the 
reason why converts are multiplied so aston- 
ishingly, is because, by our government weare 
taught to consider all men as being free and 
equal, This is an eternal truth which our sen- 
timents support and defend; and when the 
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one prevails throughont our land, the essentials 
of the other will assuredly pervade the hearts 
of our citizens. 

I might multiply words on this interesting 
subject, by bringing into view a striking dispar- 
ity between republican principles and the pop- 
pular notions of hereditary depravity and im- 
puted sin ; and perhaps! might succeed in con- 
vincing the enlightened minds of those compos- 
ing his con tion that imputed righteousness 
is better suited to monarchies than republics ; 
but by so doing I might mar the happiness of 
my respected fellow citizens, and therefore I 
cheerfully forbear. 

On a review of what has been said, we shall 
find many causes for rejoicing, and some in- 
ducements to watehfulness. On the one hand 
is the prospérity and increasing importance of 
our country ; on the other the instability of all 
human affairs ; On our right hand and on our 
left we behold liberty, a degree of equality, 
and a proportionate share of happiness, enjoy- 
ed by our fellow-citizens generally. And if 
ihere be any thing to darken our prospect we 
hold the means in our own hands to dispel the 
gloom and clear the horizon of every cloud ! 

If, then, we are faithful to God, our couniry, 
and ourselves, we shall protect our own righ*s 
and those of others ; and in so doing, we shall 
hand over to another generation the inestima- 
ble privileges entrusted to our care, untarnish- 
ed by vice and undiminished by our remisness. 

And now, since we have attempted to call 
to mind the virtues, the integrity, and the suc- 
cessful labors of our venerated predecessors, 
let us endeavor io realize that they were but 
instruments inthe hauds of God, by which were 
achieved the victories of the revolution. Let 
it be remembered, that ulthough their heroic 
virtues are entitled to our admiration, yet 
that the Lord of hosts is alone entitled to our 
religious homage. 

And in order that the civil and religious bles- 
sings now enjoyed may be perpetuated to the 
latest generations, let it be impressed upon the 
minds of the rising generation, that virtue, the 
liberty of the press, and the dissemination of 
useful knowledge are the only safeguards of 
freedom and happiness. 

Here, then, let us renew our pledges of de- 
votedness to our country’s good, promising be- 
fore the Searcher of all hearts, that we will be 
faithful, even unto death. 


From the Theophilanthropist. 
LETTERS ON EVIL, 
By Soame Jenyns. 
Sir,—Having enjoyed the pleasure of many 
accidental conferences with you on metaphys- 
ical, moral, political and religious subjects ; on 
which you ever seemed to converse with more 
sagacity, as well as more candor than is usual 
on the like occasions, [ imagined it might not 
be unentertaining either to you, or myself, to put 
togetber my sentiments en those important 





topics, and communicate them to you from 

time to time, as the absence of business, or of 
more agreeable amusements may afford me 

opportunity. ‘This [ propose to do under the 

general title of an inquiry into the nature and 

origin of evil ; an inquiry, which will compre- 

hend them all, and which, I think, has never 

been attended to with that dilligence it de- 

serves,nor with that success, which might have 

been hoped for from that little that has been 

bestowed upon it. The right understanding of 
this abstruse speculation, I look upon it to be 

the only solid foundation, on which any ration- 

al system of ethics can be built; for it seems* 
impossible, that men should ever arrive at any 

just ideas of their Créator, or his attributes, a- 

ny proper notions of their relation to him, or 
their duty to each other,without first settligg in 
their minds some satisfactory solution of this 
important question, whence came evil? “Whilst 
we find ourselves liable to innumerable miser- 
ies in this life ;. apprehensive of still greater 
in another, and can give no probable account 
of this our wretched situation, what sentiments 
must we entertain of the justice and benevo- 
lence of our Creator, who placed us in it with- 
out our solicitations or consent? The works 
of the creation, sufficiently demonstrate his ex- 
istence, their beauty, perfection and magnifi- 
cence, his infinite power and wisdom ; but it 
is the happines only, which we enjoy, or hope 
for which can convince us of his goodness, 

It is the solution therefore of this important 
question alone that can ascertain the moral 
characteristic of God, and upon that only must 
all human virtue eternally depend. 

If there’s a power above us, 
(And that there is all nature cries aloud 
Thro’ all her works) he must delight in virtue, 
And that which he delights in, must be happy. 

But should this divine reasoning of the phi- 
losopher be at last inconclusive; could we 
once entertain such blasphemous notions of the 
Supreme Being, as that he might not delight in 
virtue, neither adhere to it himself, nor reward 
it inuthers; that he could make any part of 
his creation miserable, or suffer them to make 
themselves so, without a just cause, and a ben- 
evolent end, all moral considerations must be 
vain and useless; we can have no rule by 
which to direct our actions, nor if we had, an 
kind of obligation to pursue it; nor in this 
case can any kind of revelation being in its 
own nature subsequent, not only to the belief of 
God’s existence, but of his justice and veracity ; 
for if God can injure us, he may also deceive 
us ; and then there is an end of all distinctions 
between good and evil,truth and falsehood, and 
of all confidence in God or man. 

I mean not by this to insinuate the least pos- 
sibility of a doubt concerning the justice or 
goodness of our Creator, but only to show the 
importance of this inquiry, andthe utility of it 
towards settling our notions of his attributes, 
and the regulation of our own behavior in con- 
formity to them. TI intend not by it to prove the 
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benevolence of God, but to reconcile the mis- 
eries we see and suffer, with that uncontrover- 
tible benevolence: I design not to show that 
God approves virtue, but that the admission 
of moral evil is not inconsistent with that un- 
doubted approbation : nor would I be under- 
stood to assert, that our obligation to be virtu- 
ous, depends on this abstruse speculation, but 
only that our right understanding it, will re- 
move all doubts concerning the nature of vir- 
tue, and our obligation to pursue it, and fix 
them on the most firm and immoveable basis. 

To find out, therefore, how evil of any kind 
can be the production of infinite goodness, 
joined with infinite power, should be the first 
step in all religious inquiries ; the examination 
into which wonderful =. will lead us in- 
to many useful and sublime truths ; and its per- 
fect comprehension, was that possible for our 
narrow capacities, would, I doubt not, make as 
surprising discoveries in the moral world, il 
mathematical and physical knowledge have in 
the natural. 

To clear up this difficulty, some ancient phi- | 





have existed : but, if they had, the short dura- 
tion of this perfection is equally mconsistent 
with infinite power, joined to infinite wisdom 
and geodness, as any original imperfection 
whatever. Fables then of this kind can never 
in the least account form the origin of evil ; 
they are all but mean expedients, which will 
never be able to take away the difficulty, and 
can at most but obscure it, by shifting it a little 
backward into a less clear light; like that In- 
dian philosophy, accounting for the support 
of the world, which informs us, that it is sus- 
tained by a vast elephant, that elephant by a 
tortoise, and then prudently drops any further 
inquiry. 

The divines and moralists of latter ages, 
seem perfectly satisfied that they have loosed 
this gordian knot, by imputing the source of all 
evil to the abuse of free-will in created beings. 
God, they say, never designed any such thing 
should exist as evil, moral or natural; but that 
giving to some beings, for good and wise pur- 
poses, a power of free-ageucy, they perverted 
this power to bad ends, contrary to his inten- 


losophers have had recourse to the supposition | tions and commands; and thus their accidental 
of two first causes, one good, and the other e- | wickedness produced consequential misery.— 
vil, perpewally counteracting each other’s de- | But, to suppose in this manner, that God in- 
sigus. This system was afterwards adopted tended all things to be good and happy, and at 


by the Manichean heresy, and has since been | the same time gave being to creatures able and 
defended by the ingenius Mons. Bayle: but willing to obstruct lus benevolent designs, is a 
as the supposition of two first causes is evenin | notion so inconsistent with his wisdom, good- 
itself a contradiction, and as the whole scheme | ness, and omnipotence, that it seems equally 


has been demonstrated by the best metaphys- | unphilosophical, and more evidently absurd 


ical writers to be as false as it is impious, all | than the other. They have been led into this 
further arguments to disapprove it world be | error by ridiculously judging of the dispensa- 
needless, | tion ofa Creator to his creatures, by the same 
Others have endeavored to account for this | rules which they apply to the dealings of men 
by the introduction of a golden age, or parad- | towards each other ; between which there is 
isaical state, in which all was innocence and | not the least proportion or similitude. A man 
happiness. who endeavors, to the utmost of his power, to 
make others virtuous and happy, however un- 
No role but uncorrupted reason knew, successful, is sufficiently justified ; but in a Be- 
And with a native bent did good pursue, ing omnipotent and omniscient, the cause of all 
Unforc'd by punishment, unaw’d by fear, causes, the origin of all thought, will d 
His words was simple, and his soul sincere , mae. oh 8 : ee 
Needless was written law, when none opprest, | U2 5 Wo sees all things past, present, and to 
The law of man was writ(en on his breast; come, in one instantaneous view, the case is 
No suppliaut crowds before the judge appeard | Widely different: his active and permissive 
No court erected yet, nor cause was heard, 
But all was safe, for concience was their guard. 


will must be exactly the same; and, in 
The flow’rs unsown in fields and meadows reign’d> 


to him, all consequential and future evils, 
through every moment of time, are actually 

And western winds immortal springs maintain’d: 

In following years the bearded corn ensu’d 


present. 
From earth unask’d nor was that earth renew’d. Siuce therefore comet Gee ‘—- yer aol 
From veins of valleys milk and nectar broke, utions can, I age tad satisfaction te 
And honey sweated from the pores of oak. your we teoee understanding, let us now 
: : : try to find out one more rational, and more 
Amusing dreams! as absurd in philosoph : : z : 
as in poetry delightful! For though: it is adhe. em we San ee 
ble, from the most ancient histories, as well as ; 
from the rest of nature’s productions, that the 
world might be more happy and more innocent 


When man yet knew, 


(To be continued: ) 


in its infancy, than in more advanced ages; 
yet that it could ever be totally free from vice 
and misery, may easily, I think, be proved im- 
possible, both from the nature of this terrestrial 
globe, and the nature of its inhabitants, So 


Kentucky.—T he ease and opulence that are 
so visible in the appearance of the people, are 
farcouee. ‘Craveiheg teongh toe ‘lage of 

nitare, ing th the of 
this fertile region, where the roads are perfect- 





that these enchanting scenes can in fact never 


ly good, and where every elevation brings you 
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in view of a noble farm-house in the midst of 
its orchards, and sheltered by its fine groves of 
forest and sugur-maple trees, you would scarces 
ly realize that the first settlers of the country. 

and the men of mature age when they settled 
it, were, some of them, still living. Every 
thing is voung or old only by comparison.— 
the inhabitants, who are more enthusiastic and 
national than the other western people, and 
look with a proud disdain upon the younger 
States, designate their own State with the ven- 
erauion due to age, by the name of * Old Ken- 
tucky.” To them it is the home of all that is 
wood, fertile, lmppy and great. As the Eng- 
lish are said to go to battle with a song extoll- 
ing their roast beef, instead of saying their 
prayers, so the Kentuckian, when about to en- 
counter danger, rushes upon it, crying, “ Hur- 
ra for old Kentucky.” Every one in the wes- 
tern country has heard the anecdote, that a 
Methodist preacher from that state was preach- 
ing and expatiating apon the happiness of heav- 
en. Having gradually advanced towards the 
cap of his climax, “ In short,” said he, “my 
brethren, to say it all in one word, heaven is 
a Kentuck of a place.” 


A Eulogy on the character of Mr. Jeflersom 
was delivered by Mr. Tyler, the Governor of 
Virginia, on the day set apart by the citizens of 
Richmond for solemn services, in honor of the 
memory of the worthiest citizen ofher ancient 
commonwealih. The Address before an im- 
mence multitude, has been published in the 
Richmond papers, with the prayers which pre- 
ceded and followed. The publication of the 
petitions presented to heaven, with the words 
intended for the ears of men, has an incongru- 
ous and strange effect. It exposes the expres- 
sions of that supplication which ascends from 
the heart of the creature to the throne of the 
creator, to the coldness of worldly criticism, 
and places the noblest aspiration of devotion 
and piety, by the side of the humbie exertion 
of genius and talent. : 

in perusing the compositions of the reverend 
and pious diviués, spread out in the columns 
of a newspaper, we are forced to adopt the 
quairt opinion “that they are the best prayers 
ever offered toan audience.” He who attends 
as the minister of heaven should be above the 
temptations of literary ambition in the discharge 
of the duties of his high and holy office and 
think less of the cunningly devised forms of hu- 
man wit, than of tbe solemn purpose of that 
consecrated exercise which should guard from 
the frailties of human passion. The custom of 
such publications will be probably more the 
subject of reproach than of imitation. 


Tillitson, addressing religious bigots, has this 
pointed turn ; “ Deluded people ! that do I not 
consider that the greatest heresy in the world 
is a wicked life—and that God will sooner for- 

eaman an hundred defects of his under- 
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Sanding, than ong fault‘of his will.” 


From the Connecticut Courant. 
THE OLD MAN. 

Why gaze ye on my hoary hair, 
Ye children, young and gay ? 

Your locks, beneath the blast of care, 
Will bleach as white as they. 

I kad a mother once, lilse you, 
Who o’er my pillow hung, 

Kiss'd from my cheek the briny dew, 
And taught my faultering tongue. 


She, whe the nightly couch was spread, 
Would bow my infant knee, 

And place her hand uptin my head, 
And kneeling, pray for me. 


But then, there came a fearful dav,— 
I sought my mother’s bed, 
Till harsh hands bore me thence away, 
And told me she was dead. \ 
T pluck’d a fair white Rose, and stole 
To lay it by her side, 
And thought strange sleep enchain’d her soul, 
For no fond voice replied. 


That eve, i knelt me down in woe 
And said a lonely pray’r. 
Yet, still my temples seem’d to glow 
As if that hand were there. 
Years fled—and left me childhood's joy, 
Gay sports and pastimes dear, = 
I rose a wild and wayward boy 
Who scorn'd the curb of fear. 


Fierce passions shook me lilse a reed, 
Yet, cre at night J slept, 

That soft hand made my bosom bled, 
And down I fell and wept. 

Youth came—the props of Virtue reel’d '— 
But oft at day’s decline, 

A marble touch my brow congeal’d— 
Blest Mother !—was it thine ? 


In foreign lands | travelPd wide. 
My pulse was bounding high, 

Vice spread her meshes at my side, 
And pleasure lur’d my eye ;— 

Yet still that hand, so soft and cold, 
Maintain’d its mystic sway, 

As when amid my curls of gold 
With gentle force it lay. 


And with it breath’d a voice of care 
As from the lowly sod, 

«“ My son—my only one—beware ! 
Nor sin agaiust thy God.” 


Yé think, percbence, that age has stole 
My kindly warmth away, 

And dimm’d the tablet of the soul ;— 
Yet when with lordly sway, 

This brow the plumed head display'd 
That guides the warrior throng ; 

Or beauty’s thrilling fingers stray’d 
These manly locks among, 


That hallow’d touch was ne’er forgot ' 
And now, though time hath set 
His frosty seat upon my lof, 
These temples feel it yet. 
And if Tere in heaven appear, 
A mother’s holy prayer, 
A mother’s hand, and gentle tear, 
That pointed to a Saviour dear, 
Have led the wanderer there. 





